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At Flagstaff Oval Kindergarten we provide a quality, stimulating and developmentally appropriate learning environment
for young children based of developing children’s life skills, competencies and learning dispositions using the National
Early Years Learning Framework which underpins our curriculum program.
Our main focus areas in line with DECD priorities are Literacy, Numeracy, Child protection, wellbeing and ecological
sustainability. We encourage children to be confident, resilient, creative thinkers and social learners who are empowered
to direct and evaluate their own learning. We believe that children learn best through play, with staff providing a stimulating
emergent curriculum based on individual interests and developmental needs. We also believe that learning is enhanced
when parents and staff work together to plan for the best outcomes for our children.
We offer a full time program for children in their eligible preschool year and a half time funded Speech and Language
Program for up to 7 children with severe communication difficulties. We also offer a transition programme over one term
that operates alongside Playgroup on a Friday. This is aimed at those children commencing Preschool in the following
year.
We have had a strong Governing Council this year with staff and parents working together to plan, manage and maintain
facilities at our site. We value input from our families and the wider community and encourage our families to become
actively involved in a variety of ways.
This year has again been a very busy year with enrolments sitting at 83. This included 2 in our Speech and Language
program which increased to 6 in Term 2. Our Transition program proved to be a success with children commencing on
their first day with ease and families feeling a sense of connection with their community.
We continued with our Book Based Program, incorporating our emergent curriculum, child protection curriculum, focus on
sustainability and our whole site approach to literacy and numeracy development.
We again have a strong Governing Council which was very active with fundraising and plans were made to upgrade some
of our external structures along with our internal pin boards.
Our community has again engaged with ‘Junction Australia’ to support those in the community in need. We have also
continued our connection with ‘Essentials 4 Women’. Throughout the year our families have been active in sharing cultural
experiences and skills.

2016 has been a very successful year mainly due to a great group of governing council members. A meeting was held
right at the start of the year where a plan of possible activities was laid out.
Fundraising and social events throughout the year included:
Term 1
Hot Cross Buns and Lamingtons from Kytons Bakery were ordered and sold. Then we had the Kindy Easter Hat Parade,
GC members also sold Hot Cross Buns, fruit cups, the children cut up the fruit and also popped the corn to sell.
Term 2
A Mother’s Day raffle in which kindy families donated items. A member of the CC team also worked very hard with local
businesses to source and secure many fantastic prizes. We also held a PJ movie night. Tickets for the night were then
sold, and there was much excitement form the children coming into kindy that night wearing their pj’s, and bringing their
pillows. Staff and GC members were there throughout and I think the adults enjoyed the night just as much as the children.
We also had Kidshotz 'Photo's in a Box' come to Kindy which proved very popular.
Term 3
we kicked off with a Bunnings BBQ in which GC members worked hard in organising the event. A roster was developed
and supported by many Kindy families who participated throughout the day. The Kindy Olympics was held over two days
and families sponsored their children to complete laps. Toy Catalogues went out to families who purchased Online and we
had a wine drive through Annie's Lane.
Term 4
Tea towels with children's self portraits were sold. We had a fluro themed disco at the local school, another wine drive and
and end of year raffle.
All in all a very busy and successful year for all involved.
A massive thank you to a wonderful hard working team, for without them this would not have been possible.
Jill Shipp (Chairperson 2016)

We had several opportunities to meet with families throughout the year with our ‘Meet and greet’ afternoon teas early in
term 1, this was followed by our Easter Hat Parade which incorporated Harmony Day and a celebration of cultures. This
was attended by the majority of families despite the weather and was a terrific opportunity for families to come along and
find out about what their children had been doing at Kindy.
Term 2 began with connections to Onkaparinga council members, visits to the local school library with buddy classes and
our termly CAFHS checks. We had a parent come and upgrade our cubby to increase children’s engagement which has
been very effective. We also had another family install a cupboard/book case in the meeting room to increase storage
space for our library books.
Term 3 was filled with excitement around our Kindy Olympics. Children explored a variety of sports, developed an
understanding around persistence and growth mindset and collected data. We had a visit from the local fire engine, were
invited to Aberfoyle Hub Primary School for National Science week and had the opportunity to explore a range of scientific
concepts. We also visited Patch Theatre, and Craigburn Primary School to engage with their learning environment. Kerryn
received permanency as a teacher within DECD and will remain with Flagstaff Oval Kindy indefinitely.
Term 4 has brought a focus on hatching chickens, silkworms, excursions to explore fitness through our local Community
Centre, visits to Flagstaff Hill R-7 School. The commencement of school transition visits for all children into their respective
schools, information and transition sessions for our new families commencing in 2017 and finally, our end of year
celebration which provided our staff and families with the opportunity to reflect on and celebrate the achievements of the
past year. In the holidays new pin boards will be installed and our lights and fan under the verandah will also be done in
preparation for 2017.

Staff underwent whole partnership training with Martin Westell in line with Partnership priorities looking at Literacy and
numeracy Results Plus incorporating intellectual stretch. As a result our site focus this year has been developing more
consistent and effective tracking and monitoring of every child’s growth. Staff have developed a process in partnership
with other sites that meet Results Plus Priorities as well as developing a deeper level of understanding for all staff. Staff
have also explored their understandings of Oral language in line with our own site cycle of improvement and as a result
will be continuing this into 2017.
2016 Quality Improvement Plan details included:
1.2.1 Plan and implement a cycle of improvement to track and monitor each learner’s growth in relation to the numeracy
and literacy indicators. Cycle of improvement developed and displayed for families. Effective method of monitoring all
children implemented. Staff development including Martin Westwell ‘Powerful Learners’ Brainstorming and reflections.
with other sites we have a system of collecting data for every child that supports our current practices.
3.1.1 Increase internal storage space for children’s books and teacher resources through shelving and pin boards.
3.1.2 External fans and power points on veranda and change table facilities for our younger children at Playgroup.
6.3.4 Increase our connections with Criagburn P.S and the broader community. Stronger connections built and reflected
through our curriculum including families with multicultural perspectives.

In 2016 enrolments continue to remain consistent with numbers just below capacity. We have worked towards supporting
new families to access Flagstaff Hill Kindergarten to build up their Numbers and support our growing connections within
our community. Due to changes in DECD child staff ratio our numbers will be reduced to 77 in 2017 which includes 7
positions in the Speech and language programme. We also had to adapt our existing transition programme to meet the
changes with DECD enrolment policy.
We have had strong and positive feedback on our programs and most families find out about us through word of mouth
within the local community.

Our attendances remain fairly high with terms 2 and 3 traditionally seeing our lowest attendance during data collection
weeks. These weeks coincide with family holidays as families take a holiday before their child starts school; and winter
illness’s as many children are exposed to more childhood illness in this year. I’m not sure why these weeks are designated
for Attendance data as it seems to be consistently the worst weeks in the year for many sites. There are concerns that the
decrease in numbers to 77 in 2017 will then lead to lower numbers during data collection weeks resulting in decreased
staffing for 2018.
Our families value their time at Kindergarten and see the importance of attendance to support their child's growth and
development throughout the year.

Our feeder schools continue to be consistent with Craigburn P.S (43.7%) and Flagstaff Hill R-7 School (39.4%) receiving
the majority of children. We have 3 children attending Coromandel Valley P.S(1.4%) which is becoming increasingly
popular. We continue to feed into some of the local private schools and some of our children attending the Speech and
Language Programme from outer areas go back to their own local schools or into Speech and Language Classes located
in various locations.

Parental responses from DECD preschool Survey.(unable to add graphs)
Quality of teaching and learning:
We are thrilled with the quality of teaching and the variety of activities on offer.
Really happy with everything.
Excellent, very happy.
All teachers are amazing. All take great pride in what they do. Would highly recommend this Kindy.
Totally impressed with staff commitment to children.
Support of Learning:
Staff make excellent observations and suggestions and encourage parents to offer advice and observations as well.
The speech program has been really good.
My child has been happy and is always very excited to come to Kindy and tell me about what he has been doing.
Very happy about....support they have given him.
Relationships and communication:
Very good.
Leadership and decision making:
Parents are informed of Kindy activities and upcoming events. Decisions are made at Governing council.
Very happy, no complaints.
Very approachable and organised.
Other comments:
Great Kindy, beautiful premise and children are encouraged to learn through play which is lovely.
very happy with the learning environment and resources our child is being provided with. We love the outdoor play area,
set in a natural environment, we love the opportunities our child is being provided with.
Very happy with this Kindy.
Flagstaff Oval is a wonderful Kindy and I have recommended it to other families. My youngest hopefully will be attending.
A brilliant preschool. Thanks.

All Governing Council members underwent Criminal History Screening. We were able to link with Craigburn P.S for our
RAN training for Governing Council Members early in the year which was very useful for those families who are time poor.
Any new person attending the site is informed of the process for Criminal History Screening and made clear that it is a
requirement. Criminal History Screening forms are copied and filed as evidence of clearance. All visitors are supervised or
are in line of sight and staff ensure they are not left alone with children.

Our strong literacy and numeracy focus has again supported our children to develop skills in a
variety of areas. One particular focus that staff felt important this year was that of print awareness
through our book based programme. Staff engaged in working with children to support their
understanding of texts including front and back cover, where the story starts, symbols and letters,
concept of word and an understanding of title and illustrations to support children's growing
knowledge base. We also touched on Oral Language and its importance for all children and
explored a variety of screening tools.

All children made significant improvements
in their understanding of print through the
exploration of books.Graphic evidence has
been passed on to the relevant feeder
schools.

Preschool support has again been invaluable to support those children needing support to effectively
engage in their learning environment. We had 7 children initially receiving support mainly for speech
and this declined to 3 children in 4th term. We also funded our own 'Whats the Buzz' social skills
program for those children identified as being at risk or needing extra support.
SLP Programme report on file.

Most of the children receiving support have
improved to the point they are not needing
ongoing support at school. One will enter a
speech and language class in 2017.

Bilingual support was put in place to support those children. With limited funding staff were able to
offer a programme based on children's social support within the learning environment through small
group experiences and cultural awareness. Staff relied on families themselves to share information
including language opportunities which were incorporated into our overall programme for all children
to increase our focus on cultural diversity. Children and families felt supported and connected.

Increased outcomes for our Bilingual
children through more effective
engagement in the learning environment
including social development and cultural
understandings.

